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Anreise ins Gastland (Empfehlungen, Schwierigkeiten)
Travelling to the host country (recommendations, difficulties)

Leben im Gastland (Kultur, Unterkunft, Öffentlicher Transport, Essen, Lebenskosten)
Life in the host country (culture, accommodation, public transport, food, costs of living)
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Bei Auslandsstudien: Reflektion über das Studium
(Lehrveranstaltungen, Sprache, Lehrende, Studierende, Auslandsbüro an der Gastuniversität)
Bei Auslandspraktika: Reflektion über das Praktikum 
(Art des Unternehmens, Arbeitsaufgaben, Betreuung)

Study Mobilities: reflection on the study program 
(courses, language, teachers, students, International Office at the host university)
Traineeship Mobilities: Reflection on the internship program 
(Type of enterprise, work tasks, support)

Die Übermittlung des UFG-Reports an das International Office gilt gleichzeitig 
als Bestätigung dafür, dass der/die BerichtslegerIn mit der eventuellen 

Veröffentlichung auf der Website der Kunstuniversität einverstanden ist. 
Sollte die Verfasserin/der Verfasser damit nicht einverstanden sein,  

ist dies ausdrücklich im UFG-Report festzuhalten.

The submission of the UFG report to the International Office is at the same time  
confirmation that the author of the report agrees to its possible publication on  
the website of the University of Art and Design. If the author does not agree,  

this must be explicitly stated in the UFG report.
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	Text6: During my Erasmus time in Latvia, I lived in a shared flat with two other Erasmus students and a local Latvian resident. Living with different people was great. The flat was in a perfect location and was really economical. I would recommend finding a place through local connections, as it is cheaper (be really aware of scams, especially online). Overall, the cost of living in Riga is similar to that in Austria, especially for food and going out for dinner. If you move away from the city center, things are cheaper. On the other hand, public transport and trains are really cheap, so it depends. You can also find excellent second-hand stores with monthly sales and good-quality stuff. I would recommend checking them out! 
Latvian culture is unique, and I really enjoyed experiencing it along with Nordic and Baltic traditions. Latvians might seem a bit reserved and distant at first, but you get used to it. The young population is more open and more welcome to foreigners, and especially in Riga, you have a big international community. I have to say that I often encountered a language barrier in my everyday life and in university, as the English language is not so widely spoken, especially by the older generations.
When it comes to food, you can find good local and amazing international food in Riga. 
The Art Academy in Riga is special, and I enjoyed every bit of it. For future art Erasmus students, I recommend the Art Academy in Riga for its friendly atmosphere and the cool art scene not only happening in the university, but all over Riga with nice exhibitions and events (such as the "Riga Last Thursdays" event each last Thursday of the month, which has a longer and free opening for all the exhibitions). 
Riga's weather turned out to be better than I expected, with warm autumn days, beach trips, hikes and fun park evenings. 
	Text7: I started my Erasmus adventure from Bergamo, Italy, by plane to Riga, Latvia. The flight was quick (2 hours, 30 minutes) and comfy. Once I arrived at the airport in Riga (which is, by the way, a quite small airport), I took a bolt to my apartment. I would recommend using Bolt in Riga as it is economical and, especially when you have a lot of baggage, really comfortable. Otherwise, I would always make use of the vast and reliable public transportation system. The public transport connection to Riga's city center (approximately 30 minutes, depending on where) is also really good (download mobilly app for the timelines and the really cheap tickets). In general, the public transport and trains in Riga/Latvia are super cheap and comfortable.
	Text8: I decided to go to the Art Academy of Latvia in Riga for Erasmus, because I wanted to experience a new country, culture, and meet different people. Before, during, and after the trip, dealing with paperwork and documents was made easy with help from the international office.
The Art Academy in Riga is special, and I enjoyed every bit of it.The LMA is located in the city center, with a really cute garden near a big park. The building is an old neo-Gothic brick building, and its interior is quite small but well structured. The working space is, all together, a bit limited but organized. Let's talk about my favorite, the cafeteria. They serve delicious and really budget-friendly food (by weight, approximately 2-4 euros), including some awesome options for vegans and vegetarians and really tasteful deserts.
They offer a bunch of interesting courses that cover kind of everything. You can choose cool and interesting elective courses from the other departments of the university in addition to the mandatory courses of your department. Academically, I learned a lot about traditional crafts related to textiles and enjoyed the unique approach to materials and handcrafts. I have to say that despite everyone being super nice and helpful, you have to know how to help yourself, as the organization/ communication was lacking a bit sometimes. Also, I encountered some language difficulties as some university members, students, and professors had a hard time speaking in English.
All in all, I felt really comfortable and welcome in the textile family of the academy and generally in the academy. For future Erasmus students, I recommend the Art Academy in Riga by heart, for its friendly atmosphere and cool art scene. I am grateful for this time in my life and would do it all over again. 
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