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The courses of the Accademia are structured a lot more different to those of our university. It might be that you
have one three times a week for 4 or 5 hours. They are more academical and structured as at our university.
For example in the illustration course I did, firstly you have to do basics such as a lot of anatomy studies before
you start to really think about finding an artistic solution. In general it is artistically rather classical, but it also
depends a lot how you manage yourself.
At the end of the semester there will be a final exam for which you have to present your work in form of a little
book in front of a committee, but don’t worry, they are very friendly with Erasmus students.
If you don’t have yet any Italian language skills, I would really recommend to start learning it before you go
there! Only just a few persons there can speak English and already if you find them you are lucky. But like this
it’s the best way to learn the language!
The professors themselves are really friendly and competent. It’s a good working climate and they are always at
your disposal when you need them. Also the relation between the students and the professors is quite amicable
and you learn a lot.
Basically it all depends on how you comport yourself and what you want, but if you keep being open-hearted
you really get easily in contact with others. They take you with them and you’re part of their group. This made
me feel really happy that it isn’t that hard to find friends there, because in general people there are so
warmhearted and always in a good mood.
What was a bit weird for me, that there was never an event on the campus like a party of students. In general
beyond the timetable the university is never open and you have to continue working at home, because there is
a porter who closes the doors after the courses ended. But nightlife is a really active one, it starts at the earliest
at 10pm and there are a lot of concerts or other events to find and all streets are crowded.
The man of the Erasmus office is a very handsome and patient guy, who really loves to do his job. There were
no complicities, though everything there works a bit more slow and relaxed so to say. So it can happen that you
have to wait sometimes for things.

Regarding the city it is just incredible how many cultures there were and still are mixed together. In former
times it was occupied for example by the arabs, normans, and romans and it is located just next to Africa,
what creates a very interesting cultural mixture which is quite obvious in the language, the architecture, the
food and the music. So basically there were coming people around from all over the world.
Apropos architecture, you will be totally stunned which kind of monuments you can find there. The third
biggest theatre house of Europe called Teatro Massimo for example, just one of many theaters. Besides that
they have a puppet tradition which only exists in Palermo, if you talk about „pupi“ everyone understands
what you speak about, because only them are defined like that. The most famous puppet theater lead by the
grand puppet master Mimmo Cuticchio is a very beautiful little one located in the heart of the historical
center. Very close to Palermo you can also find Monreale with the most incredible church I have ever seen in
my life, it is totally worth going there. Also very close you can visit Cefalù which is a little enormous beautiful
medieval town on the sea.
Besides the city also the nature is breathtaking, very green, fertile and diverse. You can find just everything
from lakes to rivers, hot springs, cliffs, vulcans and as said snow during winter.
The city could be defined as very vibrant. There are always music, shouting or singing marketers and a lot of
people in the streets. It is hard to really find a quiet place, but there a few if you’re looking for them. In
general life is happening outside. Also in winter. And if you thought that there can be no snow in Sicily, I have
to prove you better, depending on the year it can even snow a lot when you go a bit more higher into the
mountains.
I would advise you not to use the public transport when you are in a hurry. The best way is anyways to get a
bike. There are many places to get one for about 35€, even some when you can return it after one year. At
the beginning you might be unused to drive in this chaotic traffic, but the most important thing is not to be
afraid, then it soon becomes a habit to adapt to the crazy driving. Sometimes I was confronted with unused
happenings, for example the avoiding of epidemics by turning off the water for about one week. At least it
wasn’t such a difference due to potable water, because that you have to buy anyways. Basically everywhere
you go there is a huge waste of plastic, daily total useless consumption of plastic. So there is also lying
rubbish all around which doesn’t seem to be that controlled. They just introduced waste separation, but yet
it doesn’t seem to work out that well. Moreover what is maybe interesting but anyways not concerning you,
that you can still feel the Mafia. It got a lot more in the background, but in little details you can recognize that
they still exists, though it’s not dangerous.
About renting a room you don’t have to worry. Just take a room in a hostel for the first few days, because it
is really easy to find something not expensive, there a a lot of free rooms. Just be careful, because they may
want to rob more money from you as you expected at the beginning. Also I wouldn’t take a room over 300€
because you already can get a nice room for even 200€. It is just that almost every house hasn’t a warming
system, furthermore the isolation is not the best, so consider to buy a heater if there isn’t.
Supermarket prices are quite equal to ours, maybe a bit more cheaper, anyways there is almost no
difference. But if you go on street markets you can buy fresh food really cheap, and also of a good quality,
I’d say even better! Just imagine buying oranges just picked from the trees during the winter!
Besides that there is a lot of street food, many Indian, Arabs or African shops. And over all, the Sicilian cuisine
is really delicious and rich of marvelous recipes which surprises every time you taste them.
All in all if you take care you can live really economical.
In general it was a really beautiful interesting experience which taught me a lot of things, not only artistic
ones.
I was impressed of the city and its surrounding of mountains and the sea, also of the totally different culture
and the people living there which seem to be a lot more open.
It was really not all the time easy for me but don’t worry, there you’ll never be alone because everyone is
so friendly and happy to help!
I would recommend to everyone who is interested to have an exiting Erasmus experience.
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